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<blockquote><blockquote><p>(SPOILERS maybe?)</p><p>In 1989, the kids made oaths to return to Derry if the evil entity ever came back, and they’re still traumatized many years later, like Andy Bean’s character Stanley Uris. His “relationships with Pennywise and memories are very clear, very distinct and it was all very disturbing, nightmarish and horrible,” Bean says.</p><p>One of the most important scenes for Jessica Chastain’s character, Beverly Marsh, is an emotional face-off with Pennywise. “He throws back at her how men have treated her,” Chastain says, “and she has to overcome it in order to be able to move forward.”</p><p>Isaiah Mustafa teases a moment where his Mike Hanlon encounters a constricted Pennywise, and what impressed him was how much Skarsgard put into his performance. “He gave everything. It was very eye-opening for me just to see how awesome he was at playing this character.”</p><p>In his signature costume, Skarsgard strikes a “really imposing” figure and is amazing to watch, says Jay Ryan, who plays the adult Ben Hanscom. Ryan also loves the way Skarsgard can keep one eye forward and move the other all around: “That’s one of his party tricks.”</p><p>Muschietti admits there’s a tense “atmosphere” when Pennywise is on set. Skarsgard would warm up and get into character in a secluded tent where he’d have final touches done on his makeup and insane getup. Sometimes a loud evil laugh would come out of there, “and everybody would shut up.”</p><p>There was a palpable sense of anticipation during those days, says Bill Hader, who stars as grownup Richie Tozier. “You’d be standing there and then you would see the (filmmakers) go, ‘OK, Bill’s ready.’ It was like an animal on set, like you’re working with a bear. ‘OK, guys, we’re bringing the bear in.’ ”</p><p>But his fellow actors respected how physically arduous being Pennywise was. “When we had him, (the) clock is ticking and we have to get as much out of him as possible,” says McAvoy, who plays Bill Denbrough.</p><p>“Aside from being a really good actor, he’s cool as a cucumber and no complaints in being able to ride through the discomfort of how long it takes to get into and out of (his costume),” adds James Ransome, who plays adult Eddie Kaspbrak.</p><p>Hader cops to grumbling sometimes. But “Aafter I worked with Bill for one day, we were all like, ‘All right, I should really check myself.’ ”</p><p>There were days when the other actors would be filming reaction shots, and although he didn’t have to, Skarsgard would come in just to do the creepy Pennywise line readings off screen. “And within the first sentence, we were like, ‘I’m really glad he did that,’ ” McAvoy says.</p><p>And when he was done, “we would all thank him,” Hader adds. “We’re like, ‘You’re the (expletive) coolest guy. You just made all of us better actors by showing up.’ ”</p></blockquote></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p>“Everyone did their own stunts on this movie,” he said. “James McAvoy is jumping off 10-foot tall things, and PJ Ransone, Isaiah Mustafa, Jay Ryan, all these people are doing really cool stunts. Jessica [Chastain] is doing all this crazy stuff — I had to run 10 feet, and I pulled my groin muscle.”<br/></p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><p><a href="http://b-skarsgard.tumblr.com/post/164847192338/will-this-skarsgard-make-it-with-it" class="tumblr_blog">b-skarsgard</a>:</p><blockquote><blockquote>
<p><b>“</b>Do you think that once this movie is shown, your dating life will get more interesting? </p>
<p>Bill: I don’t know, because Pennywise is a very big contrast to even the character that I played in “Castle Rock” for Hulu, which is also this sort of Stephen King world, (laughs). It’s not going to help (my dating life), I think. A lot of girls might get disappointed (laughs).<br/>In real life, I’m way too nice, if that’s what they’re into. I like to drink tea and watch TV shows at night.<b>”</b></p>
</blockquote></blockquote>

<p>Isn’t it a little bit out of his character to not mention he isn’t single? Just a thought. </p></blockquote>
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<blockquote><blockquote>
<p>Pennywise has changed over the course of 27 years.</p>
<p>“He’s been doing this forever really, so he doesn’t change in the sense that you would look differently. He looks however he wants to look for any particular prey at the time, but I do think there’s a change,” the actor says.</p>
<p>Pennywise nourishes itself on fear, but The Losers Club made the creature taste that emotion for real when they brutalized it back into hiding.</p>
<p>“The arc of the first movie is that he, for the first time, experiences fear himself,” Skarsgård explains. “His last line — ‘Fear…’ — is him experiencing it for the first time, and he’s sort of shocked and perplexed and surprised. Like, what is this?”</p>
<p>Hitting Back</p>
<p>It’s like the bully, or the abusive parent or spouse finally getting punched back. That may save the victim in the short run, but the next attack is likely to be even more horrific as punishment. That’s where Pennywise’s deranged mind is when he resurrects.</p>
<p>“He’s inflicted fear on his prey, and he’s very focused on fear, but he’s never experienced it himself,” Skarsgård says. “Now he’s experienced something that he has been inflicting on others and … there’s a shift leading into the second movie.”</p>
<p>It was once a game to Pennywise, but the being is no longer simply delighting in the suffering he causes. He wants revenge. “It fuels hatred and anger towards the kids, who will be adults in this one, so I think there might be an even more vicious Pennywise,” Skarsgård teases. “He’s really going after it.”</p>
<p>Skarsgård also thinks It: Chapter Two will feature an even more bizarre version of the monster, pushing the limits of its mindbending manipulations. Twisting into the darkest things imaginable.</p>
<p>“There’s a lot to explore,” Skarsgård says. “You can change him or make him whackier, but he’s not really bound to continuity in the sense that a normal character would be. We can explore his unpredictability now that we’ve established the character for the audience. We can still sort of shock them.”</p>
<p>The thing that shocked him the most? The nightmares that came after he finished playing the character the first time.</p>
<p>Nightmare Visits</p>
<p>“After we wrapped, I was in my childhood home in Sweden, sitting having coffee with my mom at our kitchen table, and realized, ‘Oh, holy sh—, I don’t have to deal with this relationship anymore!’ It was a very quick shift of just feeling better, like, ‘Oh my God, I’m relieved that I don’t have to deal with the darkness of the character.’ I likened it to an exorcism – him exiting my body and getting rid of the Pennywise toxins.”</p>
<p>But after letting the clown into his head, Skarsgård found it hard to push him out.</p>
<p>“I was home, done with the movie, and I started having very strange and vivid Pennywise dreams. Every night, he came and visited.”</p>
<p>Appropriately, Pennywise took on different forms in these visions.</p>
<p>“It was in the shape of either me dealing with him, sort of Pennywise as a separate entity of me, and then also me as Pennywise in circumstances that I didn’t appreciate,” Skarsgård says. “Like, I’m Pennywise and I’m really upset that I’m out in public and people are looking at me.”</p>
<p>The actor is aware there is an evil interpretation to these dreams (Stephen King wrote a whole book, The Dark Half, about a fictional creation that comes to life independently to terrorize its creator), but Skarsgård thinks it was just his psyche’s way of gradually de-Pennywise-ing itself.</p>
<p>“This was a process of letting go of the monster,” he says. “It was amazing. It’s a daunting but exciting thing to sort of revisit him again.”</p>
<p>When he came time to returning to the monster’s form, they were already in touch in the dreamscape.</p>
<p>“I’m good with it,” the actor says. But who knows if Pennywise will follow him home again?</p>
<p>It: Chapter Two opens Sept. 6.</p>
</blockquote></blockquote>
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